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PROGRAM NOTE: 

“Noctuary for Adé” is a meditation on the writings of my close friend and collaborator, 
Adé Ra. The title, lyrics, structure, and sections are drawn from her words, which I 
compiled from troves of her poetry and lyrics. Adé was the first emcee in ShoutHouse, 
and someone whose work encouraged me to begin experimenting with cross-genre 
collaborations in concert music. When we were in school together at Vassar College, we 
were in an Afrobeat band together called Yes Noyes. She would to freestyle over my 
piano improvisations there and then later when we moved to Brooklyn back in 2013-14. 

After her death in April 2022, I thought about the best way to pay tribute to her — to 
keep her creative spirit alive and to live with her work. She left words in handwritten 
documents, social media posts and old songs stored on hard drives. Our mutual friend 
Chris Connors shared with me a full album of unreleased hip hop tracks that she had 
recorded with him many years ago. One of those tracks was called “Noctuary,” a word 
that I hadn’t encountered until I came across Adé’s song. A noctuary is a night journal.  

While I began with the intention of finding a single poem or text of Adé’s to set to 
music, I loved the idea of creating a musical noctuary guided by multiple excerpts from 
her words. Over the course of “Noctuary for Adé”, we hear three noctuaries: my music, 
Adé’s poetry and the featured emcee’s lyrics. We visit multiple narrators and scenes 
drawn together by the thread of her phrases. Unlike the classical tradition of having 
set lyrics, the featured emcee on this piece writes their own lyrics for the performance. 
This is an aspect of my collaborations that Adé inspired many years ago . She taught 
me the value of letting go of creative control, discovering a shared narrative with other 
artists and watching how a project can grow beyond your original vision.  

For this piece, I decided to treat the composition process as a living collaboration, 
working as I often did with Adé over the years, adding to, excerpting and adjusting 
phrases so that they felt cohesive with the music and narrative structure of the piece.  

I want to thank Steve Meyer for organizing this consortium and for his enthusiasm and 
encouragement for this project. I am also grateful to all of the conductors and schools in 
the consortium who brought the piece to life. To the late Rob Carnochan, thank you for 
encouraging me to write Passages. Rob’s vision for my first multi-genre wind ensemble 
commission was an essential first step into the wind ensemble medium. 

— Will Healy 
Brooklyn, NY 
October 2024 

“Noctuary for Adé” is a meditation on the writings of my close friend and collaborator,
Adé Ra. The title, lyrics, structure, and sections are drawn from her words, which I
compiled from troves of her poetry and lyrics. Adé was the flrst emcee in ShoutHouse,
and someone whose work encouraged me to begin experimenting with cross-genre
collaborations in concert music. When we were in school together at Vassar College, we
were in an Afrobeat band together called Yes Noyes. She would to freestyle over my
piano improvisations there and then later when we moved to Brooklyn back in 2013-14.

After her death in April 2022, I thought about the best way to pay tribute to her — to
keep her creative spirit alive and to live with her work. She left words in handwritten
documents, social media posts and old songs stored on hard drives. Our mutual friend
Chris Connors shared with me a full album of unreleased hip hop tracks that she had
recorded with him many years ago. One of those tracks was called “Noctuary,” a word
that I hadn’t encountered until I came across Adé’s song. It means “night journal”, an 
image that guided me in the writing process.

While I began with the intention of flnding a single poem or text of Adé’s to set to
music, I loved the idea of creating a musical noctuary guided by multiple excerpts from
her words. Over the course of “Noctuary for Adé”, we hear three noctuaries: my music,
Adé’s poetry and the featured emcee’s lyrics. We visit multiple narrators and scenes
drawn together by the thread of her phrases. Unlike the classical tradition of having
set lyrics, the featured emcee on this piece writes their own lyrics for the performance.
This is an aspect of my collaborations that Adé inspired many years ago . She taught
me the value of letting go of creative control, discovering a shared narrative with other
artists and watching how a project can grow beyond your original vision.

For this piece, I decided to treat the composition process as a living collaboration,
working as I often did with Adé over the years, adding to, excerpting and adjusting
phrases so that they felt cohesive with the music and narrative structure of the piece.
I want to thank Steve Meyer for organizing this consortium and for his enthusiasm and
encouragement for this project. I am also grateful to all of the conductors and schools in
the consortium who brought the piece to life. To the late Rob Carnochan, thank you for
encouraging me to write Passages. Rob’s vision for my flrst multi-genre wind ensemble
commission was an essential flrst step into the wind ensemble medium.

“Noctuary for Adé” is a meditation on the writings of my close friend and collaborator, Adé Ra. 
A “noctuary” is a night journal, a record of happenings that occur in the dark. The piece 
unfolds as a sort of dream sequence, and along the way we are visited by multiple narrators: 
a singer, who is singing words written by Adé, the featured emcee, who has written original 
lyrics responding to those texts, and the instrumental ensemble. The instrumental music, 
singer lyrics, and featured emcee’s words act as three interconnected noctuaries, which lead 
us through the piece, through shadowy textures, shifting brass harmonies, and sudden bursts 
of energy. The focal point of the texts is the image of a moonflower, a species of night-blooming 
morning glory, which Adé had written about poetically.

Adé was the first emcee in ShoutHouse, and someone whose work encouraged me to begin 
experimenting with cross-genre collaborations in concert music. I played trumpet in an 
afrobeat/hip-hop band called Yes Noyes in college and she was one of the emcees. After Vassar 
we moved to Brooklyn, where we played in small venues, basements, and even the subways. 
After rehearsals, she would freestyle over my piano improvisations in my room. Over time, 
these collaborations grew into pieces that I wrote for her and classical instrumentalists, 
which developed into my ensemble, ShoutHouse. After her sudden death in April 2022, I 
thought about the best way to pay tribute to her — to keep her creative spirit alive and to 
live with her work. She left words in handwritten documents, social media posts and old 
songs stored on hard drives. Our mutual friend Chris Connors shared with me a full album of 
unreleased hip hop tracks that she had recorded with him many years ago. One of those 
tracks was called “Noctuary”; I thought that was a beautiful word and image, one that would 
be mutually inspiring for the featured emcees, players, and me. 

While I began with the intention of finding a single poem or text of Adé’s to set to music, I 
loved the idea of creating a musical noctuary guided by multiple excerpts from her words. For 
this piece, I decided to treat the composition process as a living collaboration, working as I 
often did with Adé over the years, adding to, excerpting and adjusting phrases so that they 
felt cohesive with the music and narrative structure of the piece.

Unlike the classical tradition of having set lyrics, the featured emcee on this piece writes 
their own lyrics for the performance. This is an aspect of my collaborations that Adé inspired 
many years ago. She taught me the value of letting go of creative control, discovering a 
shared narrative with other artists and watching how a project can grow beyond your 
original vision.

I want to thank Steve Meyer for organizing this consortium and for his enthusiasm and 
encouragement for this project. I am also grateful to all of the conductors and schools in the 
consortium who brought the piece to life. To the late Rob Carnochan, thank you for 
encouraging me to write Passages. Rob’s vision for my first multi-genre wind ensemble 
commission was an essential first step into the wind ensemble medium.
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Below are the lyrics that I use in the piece, most of which are excerpts from various 
poems, posts, and song lyrics by Adé. I am italicizing lines that are written by me, 
though all of these phrases are derived from words by Adé. 

SINGER LYRICS: 

Dreamscapes I’m traveling through 
worlds and rooms old and new 
do you see me too? 

My mind in every color 
A path through the sand 
Mind maps bridging the gaps 

Moonflower, with roots in the stars 
Unposted and free, blooming in the night glow 
Moonflower, if words were birds 
Gilded wings on open sky, a symphony of light 

Sparks in the distance, a sacred hymn. 
With the rhythms bred in ancient tongues, beckoning all who pause to listen, 
time stands still. 
Breathing 
Sparks in the distance, a sacred hymn. 

I am king, first and last in kind 
Grand halls, flowing through streams and dreams and pools 

Moonflower, let these words fly 
Gilded wings on open sky 
In my dreams, I come fully alive 
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poems, posts, and song lyrics by Adé. I am italicizing lines that are written by me, 
though all of these phrases are derived from words by Adé. 

SINGER LYRICS: 

Dreamscapes I’m traveling through 
worlds and rooms old and new 
do you see me too? 

My mind in every color 
A path through the sand 
Mind maps bridging the gaps 

Moonflower, with roots in the stars 
Unposted and free, blooming in the night glow 
Moonflower, if words were birds 
Gilded wings on open sky, a symphony of light 

Sparks in the distance, a sacred hymn. 
With the rhythms bred in ancient tongues, beckoning all who pause to listen, 
time stands still. 
Breathing 
Sparks in the distance, a sacred hymn. 

I am king, first and last in kind 
Grand halls, flowing through streams and dreams and pools 

Moonflower, let these words fly 
Gilded wings on open sky 
In my dreams, I come fully alive 

Notes on soloist selection:

Soloists can be provided by ShoutHouse. For more information, write to them at 
shouthousenyc@gmail.com or visit www.shouthousemusic.com. They are also able to offer 
consultation regarding emcee selection and mentorship during the rehearsal process to 
ensure a cohesive performance.

The singer should have extensive experience in non-classical genres, including R&B, pop, 
folk, jazz, and musical theater. While it would be preferable for the singer to have the 
ability to read standard musical notation, it is not completely necessary, and can be 
performed by any singer with a strong sense of pitch and rhythm. It is preferred that the 
sung texts are not performed in an operatic style, and the sung texts must be performed 
through ampli♭cation for both sound quality and ability to be heard over the ensemble. It 
is important to have a singer who has experience performing while mic’d, as this affects 
the sound and the balance between the soloist and the ensemble.

The two emcees (rappers) for “Noctuary for Adé” should have some experience in 
performing alternative or experimental hip-hop, ideally including some music that is not 
in 4/4. Lyrically, they must write new lyrics, speci♭c to “Noctuary”, following the emcee 
instructions printed on their chart. At least one month before the ♭rst rehearsal, the 
emcee should create a demo of the planned performance, aligned using a DAW with the 
backing tracks provided in the digital MC chart, and send the demo to both the band 
director and Will Healy (via the shouthousenyc@gmail.com email) to ensure a cohesive 
performance.
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1 Female Singer (mic'd)
1 Emcee (mic’d)

Piccolo
Flute 1-2
Oboe 1-2

Bassoon 1-2
Contrabassoon
B♭ Clarinet 1-2

Bass Clarinet in B♭
Contrabass Clarinet (optional)

Alto Saxophone 1-2
Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone
B♭ Trumpet 1-2-3

F Horn 1-2-3-4
Trombone 1-2

Bass Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba
Piano

Percussion (6 players including timpani):

Timpani
Player 1: Marimba (4.3 octaves)

Player 2: Vibraphone
Player 3: Whip, glockenspiel, tam-tam, low tom, hi-hat

Player 4: Whip, crotales, drumset
Player 5: Tubular bells, bass drum, hi-hat

Transposed Score
Duration: ca. 8.5 minutes

© Will Healy Music 2024
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Timpani, snare drum
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



  


 







 
   

 






   































































































poss.

poss.

-

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

blow	air	through	instrument

with	reversed	mouthpiece

STOP

live

scrape	on	snare	(hard	brushes)

scrape	on	snare	(hard	brushes)

Wh.

Sn.	Dr.

Sn.	Dr.

a	2

a	3

a	2

a	2

a	2

Picc.

1

2

Fl.

1

2
Ob.

1

2
Bsn.

Cbsn.

1

2

3

B♭	Cl.

B♭	B	Cl.

Cb.	Cl.

1

2
A.	Sax.

T.	Sax.

Bar.	Sax.

1

2

3

B♭	Tpt.

1

2

3

4

F	Hn.

1

2
Tbn.

B.	Tbn.

Euph.

Tba.

D.	B.

M.C.

S.

Pno.

Timp.

Mar.

Vib.

Glock.

Dr.

B.	Dr.

 

 

 













 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 



























 

 

 

 

 

 





 

230 231
232 233 234
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